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Abstract

British policy towards Egypt underwent major shifts in the 19th and early 20th
centuries. After occupying Egypt three times, Britain solidified control in 1882 and
maintained its dominance following the declaration of a protectorate on December 19,
1914, asserting itself as the primary authority. During World War 1, Egypt endured
severe British repression, with nationalists imprisoned or exiled.

In 1922, Britain unilaterally declared Egypt’s independence. However, the 1936 treaty
curtailed true sovereignty, as British military presence remained. Egypt’s support for
Britain in World War 1l was seen as a trade-off for eventual recognition as a fully
independent state.

The study is structured into an introduction, two main chapters, and a conclusion.
The first chapter, “British Policy towards Egypt (1914-1924),” examines the end of
Ottoman rule, the imposition of the protectorate, and Britain’s manipulation of
Egypt’s weak political system. It also explores how the 1919 Revolution forced policy
shifts, culminating in the declaration of Egypt’s nominal independence on February
28, 1922—a date later commemorated as a national holiday.

The second chapter, “British Policy after Saad Zaghloul’s Government in 1924,”
analyzes negotiations, the assassination of General Lee Stack, the 1929 economic
crisis, and the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian Treaty.

The research draws on key Arabic sources, including works by Abdel Azim Ramadan,
Yunan Labib Rizk, and memoirs of Abdul Rahman Fahmy, as well as university
theses. The conclusion highlights important insights into British-Egyptian relations
during this transformative era.
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