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Abstract

Al-Khansa’s poetry is regarded as one of the most remarkable literary models of the
pre-Islamic and early Islamic periods, characterized by emotional sincerity and
profound human experience. This poetry provides fertile ground for a pragmatic
reading in light of Paul Grice’s principles of conversational implicature, as her verses
reveal layers of meaning that transcend the literal level and establish implicit relations
between speaker and addressee. The aim of this study is to explore the violations of
Grice’s four maxims (quantity, quality, relation, and manner) in Al-Khansa’s texts,
and to examine how she employs such violations to generate deeper implicatures
closely tied to the context of elegy and her personal grief. The significance of the
research lies in bridging Arabic rhetoric with modern pragmatics, and in linking Al-
Khansa’s poetic discourse to Western pragmatic theories, thereby illuminating new
dimensions in her poetry. The study also reviews key theoretical contributions in
rhetoric and pragmatics and concludes with findings that highlight the richness of Al-

Khansa’s poetic text and its interpretive potential from a pragmatic perspective.
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